
Minutes o f  a meetino* o f  the Cnmmittee o f  the Harpenden Societv 
helii on 30th July, IQfiA at the Plumbers Loft at. A.O r.m.----------------------------------------------------------------------- I_____________________________________________________

Pro^pn t.: Mr. F. Goachon (Chairman)., Mia Honour, Judge Dow (P r°p i d a r t ) . ,  
Mesdames - Crowther, North, Oakley, H asse ll .
Messrs. -  Curl, C h a l l is ,  H i l l ,  Tay lor , McCrae (Hon. Treasurer. 

acti.no* as Minute Gecnotac-'’’)

ApOTQGTFS

Mesdamoa -  Hi 1 1 s-Young , M ilne.
Messrs. -  Johnstone (Hon. S e c re ta ry ) . ,  Dixon, Gaaser, Gnoon, Honrer, 

Hno-hos, Kino-, Wilson.

MFFTTNG

The. Chairman opened the meetinm by welcoming Mr. C h a l l is ,  Secretary  o f  
the TPariaenden TTrban P'pRi Groun who had been CO-onted ho thi s Gommi t t e e .

MINUTES

The Minutoc nf tho mpptincr held on iRth June, "I vpre read, nrpnoved
and signed hy the Ch~ i nman .

MATTERS ARISING

The. p'nnoroo' Tneagurer was unable to norort much rromress 
with the c o l le c t io n  o f  subscriptions in  arrears as both Mr. Dixon 
Subscription Secretary  v/ere not a v a i la b le .  He understood however 
members had been cornered in the s t r e e t  and paid up but a further 
yet been se r f  to  those in arrears .

FENGTNG ALONG A ,6 .

The Chairman tabled a l e t t e r  from Mr. N.P. Wilson drawing 
prdnosa! hv H.TI.D.C. to e rec t  A-ft.. f  enci n!T RG yards on the Common 
e fre toh in c  from on-nosi t.e Rothamsted to Walkers Road with the ob jec t o f  preventing* 
snow drift ing*. This would be temporary fencing* to be put up at the beginning o f  
December and removed * t  the end o f  March. Did the Committee want to comment on thi 
view o f  the 1 nterruntion o f  the view from the A .f> coming down in to  u^nnenden?
A.ftor discussion i t  was f e l t  that there was no poin t in ob jec t ion  but we should 
v;ateb the s ituation to ensure that the feneinp* i s  not l e f t  in p o s it i  on beyond the 
end o f  March. I f  i t  i s  too hideous we could perhaps suggest improvements fo r  the 
fo l low in g  yean

in connection 
and the
that one or two 
reminder had not

a tten t ion  to the 
s ide o f  the A .6



DEVELOPMENT BETWEEN CROSS LANE AND T̂ID LANE

The Chairman reported that he had attended a meeting e a r l i e r  in  the week 
o f  people concerned at the oroposals Id re-zone fo r  res id en t ia l  purposes and to 
develop the ar*ea o f  land between Croae Lane en^ Mud Tane. Among others, the loca l 
member o f  Parliament was present a t the meeting.

The s itua t ion  was that both the H.U.D.C. and the H.C.C. had objected to 
the proposed re -co r in g  but ♦he M in istry  had asked fo r  fu rther reasons and ob jec t ion s . 
Tn the meantime Miskins had nut in an app lica t ion  fo r  ou tl in e  planning permission 
which hod been re je c ted  by the H.TT.D.C.

Mr. C h a fi js  road ]p t t e r  from the Harnenden Urban Design Groun to the 
M in is try  s e t t in g  fo r th  the Group's ob jection  to the proposed re -zon ing .
IT  WAS RESOLVED that the Soc ie ty  w r ite  to the Mir-5 s t ry  endorsing the vi ews 
expressed and sending a copy th ereo f to the Town C lerk .

Mr. H i l l  commented that the problem o f  th is  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  development or 
re-zon ing was only a drop in the ocean. The Land Commission was seeking S.000 acres 
o f  devalopoant land in F art fo rdsh ire  and he was qu ite certa in  that Harnenden would 
he looked a t .  Mr. H i l l ' s  remarks were greeted with gloomy s i len ce .

AUTUMN MEETING

The Chairman reported that Mr. John Betjeman's Secretary had w ritten  
reg re t in g  that Mr. Betjeman would not be able to address the Autumn Meeting.

IT  WAS RESOLVED that Mr. Bonnington, Chairman o f  the Urban Design Group 
and a senior nartner in a well known -firm o f  A rch itec ts  he in v ited  to address the 
Autumn Meeting, the data nf which had been p ro v is io n a l ly  f ix ed  fo r  Wednesday 6th 
November.

I t  was f e l t  that i f  th is  date was not su itab le  to Mr. Bonnington i t  would 
be p re fe rab le  to a l t e r  +he date o f  the meeting rather than change the speaker.

CTVTC TRUST

IT WAS RESOLVED that the Soc iety  o f f e r  the sum o f  £4 to any member wishing 
to attend a conference o f  Amenity S o c ie t ie s  under the auspices o f  the C iv ic  Trust 
to be held at the U n ive rs ity  o f  v ork at the weekend o f  ?7th to PQth September, 1968 
arid that such -person he requested to cero rt  to the Committee.

Aa nobody present appeared keep to <ro i t  was suggested that we should 
w r ite  to Mr. E.P. Wilson.

HARPENDEN URBAN DESIGN GROUP

Mr. Tay lor and Mr. Chain.s reported on a very  good meeting which had been 
Held between the Join t Commjttpp o f  the Uarpenden Soc ie ty  apd the Urban Design 
Groun on the one hand and the CViajr^en o f  the Plans and Town Planning Committees 
the Town Clerk and the Surveyor. They were pleased to find that both the Council



and the Jo in t Committee wsno thinkinir slonc the same l in e s  with regard to 
development, in Harpenden and the meeting went very  w e l l .  I t  was agreed in 
p a r t icu la r  to have a General Meeting between all. three bodies and th e rea f te r  
to have p e r io d ic a l  meetings to consider not only the short term aspects o f  
current planning proposals but a lso  to consider the Tong term view o f  the 
development o f  Harpenden and the problem o f  e s tab lish in g  n r i o r i t i e s .

The Committee warmly welcomed th is  report and i t  was reso lved  to minute 
the Committee's pleasure a t  the promising s ta r t  to th is  d ialogue with the Council.

HONORARY SECRETARY

The Chairman reg re t ted  that there was s t i l l  no fu rther progress in  f ind ing  
a successor to the post o f  Secretary . The President undertook to approach a person 
whom he thought might be ab le  to undertake the work.

SUMMER OUTING

The Chairman wished to record h is  and the Committee's thanks fo r  those 
responsib le  fo r  the success o f  the Summer Outing p a r t ic u la r ly  Mr. Lorimer Green. 
Everyone he had spoken to had enjoyed the outing to O ster ley  House.

LUTON AIRPORT

Mr. H i l l  reported that the H.C.C. had w r itten  to a l l  the lo c a l  au th or it ie s  
in the area concerned with the expanding use o f  Luton A irp o r t .  I f  Luton Borough 
Council f a i l e d  to respond to the react ion  o f  those concerned, the matter would come 
to the President o f  the Board o f  Trade under l e g i s la t i o n  about to be introduced 
in  which the President has the r ig h t  to compel A irp o r t  a u th o r it ie s  to l i s t e n  to 
the views and representations o f  neighbouring lo c a l  a u th o r it ie s .

This wajN a l l  the business and the meeting terminated a t  the record time 
o f  9,15* p.m.

_______

Chairman

Date


